
 
 
 
September News and Updates     
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents,  
 
The staff of South Slope/BCSD would like to wish everyone in our school community a warm 

welcome to the new school year. We have spent a week getting reacquainted and easing back 

into the routines of school life with many exciting activities around Indigenous Education and the 

Principals of Learning. These activities included a nature walk, bannock tasting and reading and 

responding to a story about kindness and commitment to helping one another.   

We are eager to work with you to make this another exciting and rewarding year for the students.  

It is our belief that the school and the home are partners with a common purpose; that of providing 

the best possible educational experiences for the students. Please feel free to contact us at any 

time if you have questions or issues which concern your child. Thank you for your patience and 

understanding as we worked through staffing and enrollment changes during the first week of 

school. Like you, we are eager to get students settled into their permanent classes as soon as 

possible. With transfers of students in and out over the summer months, some adjustments to our 

school organization were needed. While we do our best to get organized as quickly and efficiently 

as possible, it is important to be thoughtful about class placement to achieve optimum learning 

environments for all children. We look forward to visiting with parents during our Teacher / Parent 

information meeting scheduled for next week. September 17th and September 19th.  Please 

remember that in preparation for these meetings students will be dismissed early at 1:45pm      

on Thursday, September 19th only.  

All future school updates and information will be posted on the website. Your Homework 

Assignment: Consistently check the website to stay informed. 

 

School Organization, Multi-age Classes and Final Placements  

When placing students into classes, many factors are considered including the following: students’ 

learning needs, learning styles, social/emotional development, balance of male and female students, 

class size, parent requests, etc. Your child may be placed in a single or combined grade class. 

Research indicates that students do well in both types of classrooms. In BC, as in most of the western 

world, multi-age classes are common learning environments. This model is based both on educational 

philosophy and administrative need. Educational philosophy about multi-age classes has changed 

significantly over the past thirty years. Research has consistently shown that multi-age classes have 

several benefits, including positive results in academic, social and emotional development. The 

Ministry of Education has also set class size limits, making multi-age classes a necessity. One of the 

most common misconceptions about combined classes is that a child’s placement in the lower grade 

of the class indicates superior academic abilities while a placement in the upper grade suggest 

weaker ability. This is not the case. For example, a Grade 3/4 class and a Grade 4/5 would be 

organized based on the range of criteria discussed above to create two balanced classes. 

Determining final class placements is a complex and time-consuming process that involves many 

factors some of which are described above. Once we finalize student placements, changes are no 

longer possible without impacting several other students. We respectfully ask that parents work 

with their children and their assigned teacher in a positive and pro-active manner to build   

new relationships. This is an opportunity for all students to have new experiences, meet new 

challenges and make new friends. Thank you for your understanding and your cooperation in helping 

your child adjust to the changes that September brings. 

 

New Families 

A big welcome to all the families who are new to our South Slope / BCSD community. There are 

many ways that new parents can connect with our community and a great place to start is with 

our Parent Advisory Committee. Please come to our PAC meetings. The first one is 

September 25 at 7:00pm. You can also look on our website to connect with any of the Executive 

members to learn how you can become involved! 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Important Safety Reminders  
On a safety note I must reiterate the importance of dropping off and picking up your students 
safely. No parents should be entering the staff parking lot to drop off or pick up students. 
We must insist on this as we have had some serious close calls in the past. As it stands, our 
parking lot does not accommodate the 80 plus staff members who work in our building. Having 
parents pull in, stop and let kids out cause obstructions to the regular flow. Please remember to 
obey the traffic signage around the school. U turns are illegal in front of all schools! If you are 
parking in prohibited areas, you are blocking visibility at crosswalks and putting student safety at 
risk. Speed limits and parking regulations need to be enforced for the safety of our children.  

 
 

Attendance  

Regular attendance is an essential part in determining student success at school. It is so important 

that our students come to school on time and attend each day.  In doing so they can become an 

active part of the classroom learning community, less anxious and are much more comfortable 

interacting with their classmates.  Experience has clearly shown us that students who attend 

school regularly learn to read and write faster and are better problem solvers. 

 

Tips for Arriving on Time  

• pack backpacks in the evening instead of during the morning rush  

• get your child to bed at a reasonable time so he/she will have an easier time waking up 

in the morning  

• Have your child set an alarm clock in his/her own room   

• Save screen time for after school hours 

 

Absences and Late arrivals   

Please phone our school secretary, Ms. Verlaan at 604-296-9062 or send an email to: 

chantal.verlaan@burnabyschools.ca between 8:00am and 9:00am or leave a message on the 

school’s voice mail whenever your child is absent from school or will be arriving late. If we do 

not hear from you and your child is absent, we will attempt to phone you.  Please keep us 

informed of changes in phone numbers, addresses and emergency contacts.  

 

Late arrivals—all students who arrive late for school must check in at the office before going to 

their classroom.  If tardiness persists for more than a few days, a call will be made to the home 

to see what supports can be put in place to have your child at school on time.  

Leaving during the day—if a student is leaving during the day or for the afternoon, he/she is 

asked to use the sign out log located at the front office.   

 

Notices  

Please be sure to send back notices promptly. The office is particularly interested in getting all 

Student Verifications forms back so that we have important updated contact information. If this 

information changes throughout the school year please notify the office.   

All future notifications, along with this one will be posted on our school website.  

 

Dates to remember:  

September 17 – 20th Scholastic Book Fair  

September 17 Parent teacher Intake meetings 3-6 

September 19 Early dismissal 1:45pm Parent teacher Intake meetings 2-5 / 6- 7 

September 26 Terry Fox Run 

September 27   Pro D Day - students do not attend 

September 30 Orange Shirt day in memory of Residential schools. Please join us 

for a special assembly 

October 7th   Individual Photo day  

 

 
 

Yours truly, 

 

 

M. Perez 
Principal, South Slope Elementary 

 



 

 

 



 

 

The Fall Session for Balloholic youth basketball kicks off Sept 11 and registration has been 

open since May. New programs for senior boys this fall. 

Please check the website for further details on the programs and to register online: 

https://www.balloholic.com/fall-session or email us at info@balloholic.com with any questions 

you may have. If any class is full register on the wait list as there is no cost and we will try to 

accommodate you. 

Balloholics provide classes for students in a fun environment for all skill levels from 5 years old 

to grade 9 in a year round program. Our coaches are trained and students learn the 

FUNdamentals of basketball in a modified games format. Classes are located throughout 

Burnaby in elementary and secondary schools. The program is designed to follow the LTAD 

model for sport in Canada.    

 

 

 

 

The Burnaby School District is seeking applications for casual, on-call positions of Crossing 

Guard and Student Supervisor.  Crossing Guards work one hour before/one hour after school.  

Student Supervisors work during the school lunch break period for 70 minutes. 

Successful applicants for these positions will have a Grade 12 education, and demonstrated 

ability and experience in working with children.  Applicants must be available to work throughout 

the District and be available for work during the school term. 

 

Interested applicants should submit a resume and cover letter to:  
 
Human Resources Department  
School District 41 - Burnaby  
5325 Kincaid Street  
Burnaby BC V5G 1W2  
applications@burnabyschools.ca 
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